
Bernice Bal
July 27, 1933 - May 27, 2024

NORWAY- Bernice Ann Bal, 90, died Monday, May 27, 2024, at the Gardens
of Park Pointe in Morris, IL. 

She was born on July 27, 1933, in Niagara, WI, the daughter of the late John
& Lucille (Dubey) Baker. 

Bernice graduated from Niagara High School in 1951. She married John Bal
on February 13, 1954, at St. John’s Cathedral in Milwaukee, WI. 

Bernice traveled the country in support of her husband’s Naval service until
his retirement in 1968, living in California, Kansas, Tennessee, Texas, Illinois,
and Florida. Many of those years were raising three young children in an 8’ x
40’ mobile home while John was out to sea for six to nine months at a time.
Afterward they moved with their family to Waukesha, WI. Bernice went to work
at the Deerskin Center, cutting patterns and making a number of items from
tanned deer skins. Bernice once told her co-workers that deer season is all
her husband, John, thought about in the two to three weeks prior. He would
usually go hunting with a group of six men including his brothers. The entire
family would reap the benefits as each of the Bals had jackets from John and
Bernice’s combined efforts of hunting and sewing. 

John and Bernice returned to John’s hometown of Norway, in 1996. Bernice



moved to the Gardens of Park Pointe in Morris, IL, in 2022. 

Bernice’s love of crafts was not limited to sewing deer skins. She made
clothing items for her young children and special dresses for her
granddaughters. She also made framed cross stitch artwork for gifts and
decorations for her home. Other talents included crochet; making doilies,
throws and Barbie clothes for her granddaughters. Bernice was an excellent
cook and known for bringing her homemade raviolis, pasties and pigs-in-a-
blanket whenever visiting family. Christmas time would find her busy making
popcorn balls and Christmas cookies, which has become a Christmas tradition
for her children and grandchildren alike. She is remembered by her
grandchildren for walking in the door and saying “come and give me a big
squeeze” … they would come running! 

 

Bernice’s legacy is her family. With John at sea, she managed the household
while at the same time instilling dreams in her young children. All three went
to college and had successful careers. They attribute this to Bernice. 

Bernice is survived by her three children: sons, Gary (Clara) Bal of Morris, IL,
Bruce (Lisa) Bal of Hopedale, MA; daughter, Marge Bache-Wiig of Plymouth,
MN; nine grandchildren Cynthia (Dave) Baricos, Sarah (Andrew) Cornick,
Peter (Risa) Bache-Wiig, Meredith Bache-Wiig, Grace Bache-Wiig, Jessica
Bal, Jamie Bal, Janine (Gentry) Burch, Jensen (Brittney) Holder; and four
great-grandchildren Vivienne Baricos, Emmy, Sophie and Olivia Cornick as
well as many nieces and nephews. 

 

Bernice was preceded in death by her husband John Bal; her siblings Alice
Rose, Mary Koss, Alvin Baker; and brothers-in-law Walter Bal, Edward Bal
and Joseph “Tata” Bal. 

 

Family will greet friends on Thursday, July 11, 2024 from 10-11 a.m. at St.



Mary’s Church in Norway. 
 

A Memorial Mass will be celebration on Thursday, July 11 at 11 a.m. at St.
Mary’s Church with Fr. Marty Flynn officiating. 

 

Interment will follow at the Norway Township Cemetery. 
 

Family request that memorial contributions be made to: Lightways Hospice at
250 Water Stone Circle, Joliet, IL 60431.



Cemetery Details

Norway Township Cemetery

Norway Township, MI

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 11. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Mary's Church
401 Main Street
Norway, MI 49870

Memorial Mass

JUL 11. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

St. Mary's Church
401 Main Street
Norway, MI 49870
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July 10, 2024 at 02:47 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Bernice Bal.

Kevin & Nancy Hrusovsky & family - July 10, 2024 at 02:47 PM

Kevin & Nancy Hrusovsky & family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Bernice Bal.

July 08, 2024 at 02:49 PM

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Bernice Bal.

July 05, 2024 at 05:42 PM

Lily and Rose Tribute Spray was purchased for
the family of Bernice Bal.

https://www.ortmanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ortmanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ortmanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ortmanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ortmanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ortmanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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July 05, 2024 at 05:40 PM

Lily and Rose Tribute Spray was purchased for
the family of Bernice Bal.

Mary Jo Roth - June 29, 2024 at 07:31 PM

The world has lost a wonderful woman. So loving and caring. I will
forever miss her radiant smile. She raised 3 great children. She will
always be my favorite aunt.

https://www.ortmanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.ortmanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1438&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

