
Diann Gendron
August 20, 1941 - December 6, 2022

NORWAY- Diann Therese Gendron age 81, of Norway, passed away on
December 6, 2022 at Marshfield Medical Center – Dickinson, after a years-
long battle with cancer. As with everything in her life, Diann approached her
cancer journey with the optimism, strength, and bullheadedness (meant in the
most loving way) that were her trademark. Diann gave her grandson specific
instructions that this obituary “better be at least two columns in the Daily
News” so please ready your reading glasses and get comfortable. 

 

Diann was born in Norway, MI on August 20, 1941 to the late Ralph and Viola
(Zadra) Mortier, the sole daughter alongside five brothers. In 1959, she
married George Gendron and went on to have three sons of her own. 

 

Some say the source of Diann’s tenacity was surviving growing up with five
brothers - a trial that prepared her well to raise three rambunctious boys of her
own. From wrestling moves that resulted in a dining room table broken in half
(and then haphazardly bolted back together to hide the crime) to a 5-gallon
fish tank mysteriously smashed and flooding the living room, Diann had many
stories to regale her five grandchildren with regarding their fathers’ antics. 

 

Don’t worry, the boys didn’t tire Diann out too much - she led a very active
lifestyle. Diann had a passion for raising and riding Arabian horses -
something she shared with her sons and granddaughter Jessica. 



Diann also enjoyed bike riding, hunting, taking walks to “patrol the
neighborhood”, line dancing, running, and flower gardening - she kept an
amazing garden and built a nearly encyclopedic knowledge of flowers and
how to care for them over the years. 

Diann also loved to travel, with the highlights reel including trips to Europe,
Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Niagara Falls, and a two-week “tent camping
trip” to the Dakotas (though she admitted that several of these camping nights
were spent in hotels after all). This September, Diann also fulfilled a wish to do
a road trip around New England with her daughters’ in-law, Wanda and Angie,
where she walked the beaches, tried a fresh oyster on the half shell for the
first time (video evidence shows a less-than-favorable review), and
experienced the “Hallmark fishing towns” she had long hoped to visit. 

Ever a fan of variety and new experiences, Diann held a number of jobs
throughout her life. From lifeguard and Nora’s Groceries cashier to spending
26 years at the First National Bank of Norway, Diann sought roles that allowed
her to work with people. Never one to sit still, upon retirement Diann worked
seasonal jobs at Danielson's Greenhouse and Norway Mountain Ski Hill. 

 

When she wasn’t exploring new states and countries or working, Diann
remained involved in her community. She served on the Dickinson County Fair
Board, helped to plan the Norway Summer Celebration, led the Bit of Pride 4-
H horse club, and participated in the Norway Spring Classic as a runner and
later a timer. 

Diann’s involvement extended to her family as well. She was an encouraging
and supportive fixture at her grandchildren’s’ horse shows, volleyball and
hockey games, wrestling and track meets, cross country races, and so much,
much more. 



A skilled baker, Diann kept her family well-fueled for these activities with
homemade pies, pasties, and other baking creations. While we may never
know the true recipes (measuring wasn’t often involved), we do know that the
secret ingredient was love. 

 

She is survived by her husband of 63 years George; sons Gary (Wanda)
Gendron, Glen (Stacey Schoen) Gendron, and Guy (Angie) Gendron;
grandchildren Nicole (Cory) Groeneveld, Benjamin Gendron, Jessica (Jeremy)
Zawada, Guy Gendron Jr, Travis Gendron, Shelly (Joe) DeClark, Christopher
Rugg, Paige Skoglund, and Santana Schoen; as well as seven great
grandchildren; brothers Gerald (Diane) Mortier and Leonard (Donna) Mortier;
and numerous nieces and nephews. 

In addition to her parents, Diann is preceded in death by her brothers Frank,
Alphonse, and James Mortier. 

A private graveside service will be held for the family at the Norway Township
Cemetery. 

 

A celebration of life will be held on Saturday, June 24, 2023 at 3:30 p.m.
starting with Services and Dedication and going to 6:30 p.m. at the Dickinson
Co. Fairgrounds, with food, refreshments and Live music from 4-6 p.m. 

 

Everyone is invited there will be food, drinks and a celebration of Diann's Life.



Cemetery Details

Norway Township Cemetery

Norway Township, MI

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

JUN 24. 3:30 PM - 6:30 PM (CT)

Dickinson Co. Fairgrounds
N1476 US-8
Norway, MI 49870
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Mary McCarthy-Bray - December 14, 2022 at 01:59 PM

George, Sons & Families, & Friends,
  

Extending my heartfelt thoughts to all during
this sorrowful & difficult time.

 I'll always cherish the times spent visiting with
her at family gatherings and special events surrounding our mutual
nephews Tony & Reid. She was easy to talk to and much fun to be
around. I remember Diann when she was a lifeguard at Vulcan Lake
where I spent much summertime fun. Back then and as her life
evolved, she was always attractive, classy, trendy, and had a lot of
style. She always looked great! Diann was a hard worker, active and
had many interests as mentioned; quite an impressive resume. Her
life synopsis shared in her obituary was so well written, I laughed
and cried at the same time! And yes, Diann you deserved every
word that expressed your life put down on paper! You lived a full life
& persevered in the hardest times. I dare to say, that unaware and
unassumingly you were a classic example of what empowerment is
all about. You were a mentor, encourager, supporter, & a confident
strong smart voice who shared her interests, love, & life
experiences with many. I applaud you Diann. You will sadly missed
by many. 

  
"No one dies as long as they are remembered".

  
Bless you ladies for taking her on the "Hallmark trip" to the coast;
being a lover of quaint little Hallmark towns myself I understand.
Very kind and thoughtful!

  
Bless Diann, George & Family. Take care of yourselves and know
that others care and will be thinking of you as you travel the
unpredictable road of grief. In time I wish you all acceptance,
serenity, & peace.

  
Mary McCarthy-Bray
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Darkene Donres - December 09, 2022 at 06:51 AM

The last time I talked with her she was definitely against the idea of
growing old. I’m happy for her that based on her activities she never
grew old. Prayers and sympathy for her family. Cousin Darlene
Mortier Domres

Holly McCarthy-Biolo - December 08, 2022 at 09:21 AM

My deepest sympathy for her loved ones. I
have many memories of Dianne from years
ago. I was married to her brother Jimmy. She
stayed very busy in her life with the things she
loved and I am happy to hear she spent days
traveling like she did. She fought a tough fight not once but twice
with cancer. Bless her, her family, and all who knew her.

Kathy Butler - December 07, 2022 at 08:33 PM

I have great memories of horse trips with Diann when I was a young
girl going with her and my sister Diane Peppler. She was also my
roommate in Mexico. She was a lot of fun and shared a LOVE for
the Arabian. Rest in peace Diann. Prayers and hugs to your family.

Dave & Karen Case - December 07, 2022 at 08:22 PM

Guy and Angie, sorry for your loss . Deepest Sympathy, Dave and
Karen Case


